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Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci {VRE bacteremia) 

Enterococci are bacteria found in the stomach and bowels of about 19 out of every 20 healthy people. They 
are also found in the vagina, the mouth and the throat, and on skin around the anal area. The bacteria can 
be present in or on the body, but not cause illness. 

Enterococci can get into open wounds and skin ulcers, and cause infection. Less often, they can cause 
more serious infections of the blood or other body tissues. 

Vancomycin is an antibiotic that is used to treat enterococcal infections. Some strains of Enterococci have 
developed resistance against vancomycin and are said to be Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci 
(VRE). VRE is one of a number of hospital-associated infections. 
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Interpretation: 
The rate of VRE bacteremia acquired in hospital has not changed from the previous quarter, with no new 
cases identified at the Credit Valley Hospital for Q2 2014/2015. 


